VlsVA-BHARATl QUARTERLY
national life through ways other than the usual violent ones*
In nit family, within tne small sphere ot lus Asram hie
ui duuui Ainca and in India, Oauaiiiji tried to test and
improve the teciimque of non-violent action until he gained
conudence enough to apply it in tiie larger sphere of public
lite and in connection with problems where the method oli
persuasion through heroic self-sultering had never been
applied before. Problems of distrust and conilict between
Jtimdus and Mussalmans, between the various iiindu castes,
between the Jinghsh rulers and Indians, between Boers and
Asiatics, between farmers and indigo-planters, between
capitalists and mill-hands, between the Princes oli the
States and their subjects, were all handled at one time
or other by Gandhiji in his personal capacity, as well
as in his capacity as representative of the Indian
National Congress. In many cases, he was successful, in
others he was not. For such failures, he never blamed the
technique but blamed himself as the imperfect instrument
through which non-violence had operated. It was Gandhiji's
ceaseless endeavour to perfect the instrument of non-
violence so that, not he alone, but others also after him,
might use it with success.
Many questioned him during his lifetime, why he retained
association with the Congress even when it had repeatedly
failed to live up to his expectations* His answer was that
his association with the Congress helped the latter to pursue
the technique corporate nonviolent action. He never
expected men to be perfect first before treading the new
path of non-violence, but he held that Satyagraha itself was
an educative process through which the individual pro-
gressed towards perfection. In 1942, he wrote:
I adhere to the opinion that I did well to present
to the Congress non-violence as an expedient. I could
not have done otherwise, if I was to introduce it into
politics. In South Africa too I introduced it as an
expedient. It was successful there because registers
were a small number in a compact area and therefore
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